
THE FLORIDA CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN COLLEGE OF 
SURGEONS IS A NONPROFIT MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
WHOSE MISSION IS TO SUPPORT AND IMPROVE THE 

PRACTICE OF SURGERY IN THE STATE.

2020 – at least 
since the early 
Spring – has 
certainly changed 
the world in a 
multitude of 
ways. How we 
work, how we 
learn – even the 
way we maintain 
our social 

relationships has 
been drastically 

altered by the tumultuous arrival 
of the COVID-19 pandemic.  As 
surgeons, we have often found 
ourselves at the head of the pack 
in these new frontiers, navigating 
these spaces at the risk of our 
own health and the health of our 
families. 

As current President of the Florida 
Chapter, American College of 
Surgeons, I just want to thank 
you for your continued dedication 
to our profession during these 
stressful times. And most of all, I 
would like to thank you for your 
continued membership. Your 
continuing resilience and innovation 
will be crucial ingredients as we see 
ourselves through the rest of this 
year and begin making plans for 
2021. 

Looking ahead, I cannot 
stress enough how important 
collaboration and the sharing of 
ideas will be to the perpetuation 
of our great chapter. I ask that 
we each devote ourselves to the 
following specific areas: 

Advocacy
There has never been a more 
important time for us to get our 
message out to the public. With so 
many Floridians currently in need 
of medical care, a strong and clear 
message of who we are and why 
we do what we do needs to make 
its way to the steps of our state 
and national capitals. 

At the forefront of this issue is 
the potential seven (7%) percent 
reduction in Medicare payments 
we surgeons are likely to see 
starting in January if we do not 
act now. The Centers for Medicare 
& Medicaid Services (CMS) intend 
to shift funds away from surgical 
services, threatening surgical 
patient access and surgical practice 
viability. Private insurers use 
the Medicare fee schedule as a 
benchmark for their rates, so the 
results will be catastrophic. Click 
here to review a summary video 
from our own John H. Armstrong, 
MD, FACS. 

I strongly encourage everyone to 
use SurgeonsVoice on the ACS 
website and send the pre-written 
message to your Senators and 
Representatives. Without action, 
the payment cuts are a done deal. 

In light of COVID-19, the Advocacy 
Committee is finalizing the details 
for our virtual All-Florida Surgical 
Advocacy Days Series using 
Zoom to host a series of one-hour 
webinars to be finalized by the 
Advocacy Committee in October:

• November 2020: Effective 
Advocacy for the 2021 Florida 
Legislative Session 

• December 2020: Understanding 
the Legislative Process from 
Florida’s Legislators 

• January 2021: The Impact 
of Government Affairs on the 
Legislative Process 

• February 2021: Collaboration 
by Florida’s Surgical Specialty 
Societies 

• December 2020-February 2021 - 
Virtual Legislative Visits
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https://floridafacs.org/news/2021-proposed-medicare-surgical-payment-rule


Membership Development 
For the continued growth of the 
chapter, we must continue to rely 
on collaboration across the board – 
with colleagues, fellows, residents, 
medical students as well as our 
industry partners. By working 
together and leaning on the 
support of the American College 
of Surgeons, we can better solve 
the surgical problems we face each 
day. 

This sharing of experience is vastly 
important during a time when 
educational programs have been 
altered or limited, which is why I 
would like to remind everyone we 
are continuing with our Mentorship 
Program. Generally for medical 
students and residents – but open 
to junior attendees as well – I feel 
there is much to be gained from 
matching up with a colleague and 
gaining an extra set of eyes on 
your clinical progress. Visit our 
website today and log in for more 
information.

And even if you aren’t able to 
become a mentor, that doesn’t 
mean we wouldn’t love to hear 
what you’ve been doing! I’m sure 
many of us are currently involved 
in interesting projects. If there is 
anything you would like to share on 
our Florida Chapter website, please 
let me, Brian, or Lacey know – 

any of our staff members would be 
happy to help you. 

Along those same lines, we would 
love to hear about any surgical 
problems you might want to 
bounce off our industry partners. 
We are currently having a great 
deal of success with our Virtual 
Solutions Center. Think of these 
relationships as joint partnerships 
designed to improve the quality of 
care we provide to our patients.

Education 
No matter where you are in your 
career, we want you to be able to 
rely on us to meet your educational 
needs. This is important to us. 
And even though in-person events 
are few and far between at the 

moment, we are working hard 
to provide various modalities 
for virtual education, artificial 
intelligence, and one-on-one 
planning. 

We know many of you will be 
taking part in the virtual ACS 
Clinical Congress this year. Since 
keeping the tradition of fellowship 
is more important than it has ever 
been, we sincerely hope you will 
RSVP for the All-Florida Reception 
October 5 as well.  

And while we practice education 
safely in the virtual world for 2020, 
we turn our eyes toward 2021 
with cautious optimism, asking our 
members to mark their calendars 
for April 30 through May 2 in the 
hopes that we might once again 
learn, network, and collaborate in-
person and among friends.

I truly hope everyone is continuing 
to take care of themselves as we 
continue to fight this virus and 
adapt to its new societal norms. 
Stay well. Stay vigilant. And keep 
the lines of communication open!
 

Sincerely,

Jay Redan, MD, FACS
President, Florida Chapter, ACS
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“Looking ahead, I 
cannot stress enough 
how important 
collaboration and the 
sharing of ideas will be 
to the perpetuation of 
our great chapter.”

https://floridafacs.org/mentorship_program
https://floridafacs.org/acs-congress-rsvp
https://floridafacs.org/news/call-candidates-acs-leadership-positions-awards


FLORIDA CHAPTER UPDATES
Commission on Cancer

Committees are 
the lifeblood 
of the Florida 
Chapter. Our 
CoC affiliated 
Cancer 
Committee 
continues to 
provide guidance 
to the Program 

Committee and 
the Executive 
Committee 

regarding the educational 
endeavors of the Chapter as 
they relate to the care of cancer 
patients in the state of Florida. 

Within the last 5 years, first 

under the direction of past 
President Christine Laronga, MD, 
FACS, and now led by John Rioux, 
MD, FACS, the Committee has 
sponsored educational webinars 
(long before the Coronovirus 
necessitated virtual meetings) 
and most recently Cancer Care 
Pathway videos available to the 
membership to help keep up to 
date. Click here to watch the first 
CoC Cancer Care Pathway Video 
titled Neoadjuvant Chemotherapy 
for Breast Cancer.

Our Committee Chair also serves 
as the State Chair for Florida’s 
Cancer Liaison Physicians. The 
most recent project is a virtual 

“Tumor Conference” which took 
place on September 16, 2020. 
Be sure to review online at the 
link here. Together with our staff 
partner Amber Nase, Committee 
members throughout the state 
affiliated with 13 cancer programs 
meet via conference call every 
other month and also conduct the 
business of the committee using 
E-mail. If you are interested in 
the Cancer Committee or another 
Committee of the Chapter, 
contact Executive Director Brian 
Hart at Chapter headquarters, 
(904) 309-6222 or bhart@
floridafacs.org.

John P. Rioux, 
MD, FACS
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https://floridafacs.org/coc-pathways-to-care
https://floridafacs.org/coc-pathways-to-care
https://floridafacs.org/node/286
https://floridafacs.org/node/286


Chapter Leadership Update
2020-2021 EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE

President
Jay A. Redan, MD, FACS
AdventHealth Celebration
Celebration, FL  

President Elect  
Deepak G. Nair, MD, FACS, 
MS, MHA
Sarasota Vascular Specialists
Sarasota, FL

Secretary  
Mark A. Dobbertien, DO, FACS
CDR MC (Ret) US Navy
Flagler Hospital
Jacksonville, FL

Treasurer  
Susan Hoover, MD, FACS
Moffitt Cancer Center
Tampa, FL

Immediate Past President  
John H. Armstrong, MD, FACS
University of South Florida
Tampa, FL

COUNCILORS

At-Large
Ziad T. Awad, MD, FACS
University of Florida College of 
Medicine
Kissimmee, FL

At-Large  
Subhasis Misra, MBBS, MS
Brandon Regional Hospital
Brandon, FL

COA 1  
William A. Liston, MD, FACS
Santa Rosa Beach, FL

COA 2  
Rohan A. Joseph, MD, FACS
Capital Regional Medical Center
Tallahassee, FL

COA 3  
Peter A. Pappas, MD, FACS
Holmes Regional Medical Center
Melbourne, FL

COA 4  
John E. Mullinax, MD
Moffitt Cancer Center
Tampa, FL

GOVERNORS

COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Advocacy Committee
Rohan A. Joseph, MD, FACS
Capital Regional Medical Center
Tallahassee, FL

Commission on Cancer 
Committee
John P. Rioux, MD, FACS
Gulf Pointe Surgery Center
Port Charlotte, FL

Communications Committee
Jason P. Wilson, MD, FACS
Comprehensive Breast Care 
Center of Tampa Bay
Clearwater, FL

Membership Committee
Subhasis Misra, MBBS, MS, 
FACS
Brandon Regional Hospital
Brandon, FL

Nominating Committee
John H. Armstrong, MD, FACS
University of South Florida
Tampa, FL

Program Committee
Deepak G. Nair, MD, FACS, 
MS, MHA
Sarasota Vascular Specialists
Sarasota, FL

Patricia M. Byers, MD, FACS
Ryder Trauma Center
Miami, FL

Mark A. Dobbertien, DO, FACS
CDR MC (Ret) US Navy
Flagler Health+
Jacksonville, FL

Christine Laronga, MD, FACS
H. Lee Moffitt Cancer Center
Tampa, FL

Deepak G. Nair, MD, FACS, 
MS, MHA
Sarasota Vascular Specialists
Sarasota, FL

Jay A. Redan, MD, FACS
AdventHealth Celebration
Celebration, FL

Vic Velanovich, MD, FACS
University of South Florida
Tampa, FL

Surgical Education Committee
Jose M. Pimiento, MD
Moffitt Cancer Center
Tampa, FL

Resident & Associate Society
Tara M. Barry, MD
USF Health
Tampa, FL

Women in Surgery 
Committee, Chair
Sharona B. Ross, MD, FACS
Tampa, FL

Young Fellow Association 
Committee, Chair
John E. Mullinax, MD
Moffitt Cancer Center
Tampa, FL

INTERESTED IN SERVING 
ON A COMMITTEE OR 
COUNCIL?

The Florida Chapter 
has opportunities for 
members interested in 
serving on one of its 
committees or councils. 
If you are interested 
in serving, contact 
the Florida Chapter 
Executive Office at (904) 
309-6240 or email us at: 
membership@
floridafacs.org
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FLORIDA COMMITTEE 
ON TRAUMA

Nicholas Namias, MD, MBA, 
FACS, FCCM
University of Miami Miller School 
of Medicine
Miami, FL



Upcoming Events
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https://www.facs.org/clincon2020
https://floridafacs.org/acs-congress-rsvp
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYlf-Ctrj4jHN3odGZAh0m-e1FivANyGVe2
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Support the Florida Chapter Fund
These are absolutely uncertain 
times. COVID-19 has impacted us 
all. Along with our families, and our 
practice, COVID-19 is taking its toll 
on every part of society, and this 
includes the surgical community 
reflected by your Florida Chapter. 
Despite being a leading chapter of 
the American College of Surgeons, 
the Florida Chapter has experienced 
significant financial losses resulting 
from the cancellation of the in-
person 2020 Florida Chapter annual 
meeting as well as the impact 
COVID-19 has had on member 
and industry based revenue to the 
society.

As a result, for the survival of this 
chapter, we are asking members to 
renew and strongly encourage new 
members and donations from those 
who have been so instrumental 
toward our success. The Florida 
Chapter is a leading surgical 
organization within the American 
College of Surgeons. Within Florida 
we have been active in protecting 
our patients and profession at the 
State Capital, providing continuing 
education of the highest quality, 
and facilitating surgical community 
among our practicing surgeons and 
surgical trainees.
We are asking for your help to 
continue to sustain the chapter to 
preserve our surgical community, 
including education and effective 
strategic advocacy in Florida.

United, we can overcome this trying 
time. With your incredibly valuable 
support, the Florida Chapter 
will continue to deliver to the 
standard to which we have become 
accustomed to ultimately benefit 
the patients.

If you would like to make a member 
donation by check, donations can 
be mailed to the Florida Chapter 
Executive Office at 6816 Southpoint 
Parkway, Suite 1000, Jacksonville, 
FL 32216. You can also make a 
donation online by clicking here. 

Sincerely, and on behalf of the 
Florida Chapter Council,

Edward M. Copeland, III, MD, 
FACS
President, American College of 
Surgeons (2006-2007)
Chair, American College of Surgeons 
Board of Regents (2003-2005)
Chair, American College of Surgeons 
Board of Governors (1995-1996)
Emeritus Distinguished Professor of 
Surgery
University of Florida

Steven D. Wexner, MD, 
PhD(Hon), FACS, FRCSEng, 
FRCSEd, FRCSI(Hon), 
FRCS(Glasg)(Hon)
Regent, American College of 
Surgeons
Director, Digestive Disease Center

Chair, Department of Colorectal 
Surgery
Affiliate Professor, Florida Atlantic 
University
Clinical Professor, Florida 
International University

Jay A. Redan, MD, FACS
President, Florida Chapter American 
College of Surgeons
Governor, American College of 
Surgeons (Florida)
Professor, University of Central 
Florida
Chief of Surgery, AdventHealth 
Celebration

Henri R. Ford, MD, FACS
Regent, American College of 
Surgeons
Dean, Leonard M. Miller School of 
Medicine
University of Miami

Michael Zinner, MD, FACS
Chair, Department of Surgery
Herbert Wertheim FIU School of 
Medicine
CEO and Executive Medical Director
Miami Cancer Institute

https://floridafacs.org/donate


What is your current role 
within the Florida Chapter? 
I currently serve as the Vice-Chair 
for the Advocacy Committee. I 
also participate in the Women 
in Surgery and Resident and 
Associate Society Committees.

Was surgical oncology always 
your plan when you began 
your medical education? If so, 

why? If not, how did it become 
your area of specialty? 

I was first interested in surgery after serving as a 
teaching assistant in the gross anatomy lab during 
medical school. Once rotating on my surgery 
clerkship, I knew general surgery was the route 
I wanted to pursue. Early on, I had an interest in 
Breast Surgical Oncology, which was solidified by 
my experiences working in the cancer as resident, 
where I now work as an attending. Breast Surgical 
Oncology gave me the opportunity to merge my 
passion of surgery and women’s health.

What is the best part of your occupation? 
The best part of my occupation is that I treat a 
disease process that has an almost 99% cure rate 
when detected early. I also have the privilege to 
help women at one of the most vulnerable times of 
their lives. No one chooses to have breast cancer, 
but I know I have the opportunity to make that 
journey much easier.

Much of your work/research has dealt with 
high-risk cancer groups, genetic profiles, 
immunology collaboration, etc. How important 
is an individualistic approach to medicine in 
your field?  
An individualistic approach to breast cancer 
treatment is paramount. No two breast cancers 
are exactly alike. This is also important in helping 
patients understand that their cancer journey can 
be much different from a friend or family member.

What would you like to see occur in the field 
of surgery (i.e., scientific advances, greater 
awareness of the field, etc.) during your 
career? 
I would like to see better treatments for triple 
negative breast cancer during my career. 

What personal and professional challenges 
have you faced in 2020 in the way of the 
COVID-19 Pandemic? Do you feel Florida’s 
medical landscape could be permanently 
changed in the wake of this?
Personally, working while pregnant and bringing a 
newborn in the world during the height of COVID 

was unsettling. However, it did allow for more 
virtual visits, which helped continued to provide 
care while decreasing the risk of transmission 
for patients. It also has allowed those access to 
care who may have not had the ability to take 
time off work to seek care, to do it during a 
break at work or from home. With parts of Florida 
being significantly impacted by COVID, it will 
unfortunately continue to delay many people from 
their routine care which will take months to years to 
understand the full effect.

How did you first become involved with the 
FCACS? And since that time, what has it meant 
to you to be a member of the organization?
I first became involved in the FCACS as an intern 
back in 2012/2013. Since that time, I have 
attended annual meetings, served on several 
committees and made many lasting relationships 
from my involvement. Joining the FCACS has been 
one of the most pivotal parts of my surgical career 
by getting to interact with surgeon leaders from 
across the state while making an impact on the 
practice of surgery is invaluable.

If you were speaking with a young surgeon/
medical student, why would you recommend 
the Florida Chapter to them?
I would recommend joining the Florida Chapter 
to any medical student interested in surgery or 
surgery resident. The benefits are too numerous to 
name, but these are just a few. The Chapter does 
a great job engaging the medical students and 
residents with skills stations, oral board practice 
and mentoring sessions. Especially to those who 
plan to train or practice in Florida, these will be the 
faces of your future colleagues.

What are some of your hobbies/interests 
outside the office?
Outside of work, I enjoy travelling, soccer (watching 
and playing), and cycling (indoor and outdoor). 
Before the pandemic and pregnancy, I played 
outdoor soccer once a week. I also enjoy my 
Peloton and riding on the trails in central Florida.

Complete this sentence: People who know 
me would be most surprised to learn that 
_______________.
I still play soccer.

Danielle Henry, MD, FACS
Member Connection

Danielle Henry, MD, 
FACS
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The Florida Chapter, American College of 
Surgeons has an interactive website that 
incorporates many member-only resources. 
You can learn about the latest news and 
updates, find other members and take CME 
webinars. 

Be sure to like us on Facebook at Facebook.
com/FloridaChapterACS, follow us on 
Twitter at twitter.com/floridaacs and 
LinkedIn at linkedin.com/company/
florida-chapter-american-college-of-
surgeons. 

Participate in discussions on the ACS 
Community page (acscommunities.facs.
org, and search for “Florida Chapter”) to stay 
up to date on important news and upcoming 
events. 

Be sure to share and retweet posts you would 
like to share with your friends, colleagues, 
and patients.

STAY CONNECTED TO YOUR CHAPTER!

Renew Your Florida Chapter Membership TODAY!
If you have not already, please take a moment and renew your dues TODAY! You can pay your 
dues online at floridafacs.org/membership/dues, or by mail. If you have questions regarding 
this, please reach out to the FCACS Membership Manager at membership@floridafacs.org.

Stay active to retain your great member benefits including:

ADVOCACY - Shape optimal surgical practice through influence on Florida 
legislation, regulation and administration in Tallahassee. If you are not at 
the table, you are on the menu. 

COMMUNITY - Engage with colleagues from across the state by joining 
Chapter committees, participating at our premier annual meeting and 
attending the All-Florida Reception at the ACS Clinical Congress. 

CONNECTION - Strengthen your connection with the ACS by 
staying informed of ACS initiatives with particular relevance to 
Florida. 
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Submit a recommendation today for the Florida Chapter’s Raymond H. Alexander, MD, Award. The 
recommendation window is open now through December 27, 2020.

Award & Criteria
The Raymond H. Alexander, MD Award is awarded to a member of the Florida Chapter, American College of 
Surgeons for outstanding dedication to the medical profession in the field of surgery through excellence in 
the awardees’ display of at least one of the following criteria:
• Clinical care
• Community involvement (e.g., state medical/surgical community, pre-hospital care)
• Education
• Innovation
• Leadership
• Research
 
Solicitation of Candidates
The Raymond H. Alexander, MD Award will solicit recommendations from the membership of the Florida 
Chapter, American College of Surgeons for award consideration. The window for solicitation will open 
annually one week before the All-Florida Reception at the American College of Surgeons Clinical Congress 
and remain open for 90 days.
 
Frequency
The Raymond H. Alexander, MD Award may be considered annually but is not required to be awarded by 
the Nominating Committee each year. There shall only be one physician awarded with the Raymond H. 
Alexander, MD Award at a time.
 
Selection Committee
The Raymond H. Alexander, MD Award will be selected by the Florida Chapter, American College of 
Surgeons Nominating Committee. The Nominating Committee need not select an awardee from the 
recommendations submitted by the Florida Chapter, American College of Surgeons membership.
 
Award Substance
Recipients of the Raymond H. Alexander, MD Award receive:
• Complimentary Annual Meeting registration
• Plaque recognizing the Awardee

Click here to submit a recommendation.

Recommendations Being Accepted for Alexander Award

https://floridafacs.org/node/296



