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THE FLORIDA CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN COLLEGE OF 
SURGEONS IS A NONPROFIT MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
WHOSE MISSION IS TO SUPPORT AND IMPROVE THE 
PRACTICE OF SURGERY IN THE STATE.

The future has a 
way of arriving 
unannounced.  
- George Will

A cluster 
of patients 
with severe 
respiratory 

illness in China 
seemed so remote 
months ago, yet 

now the causative coronavirus 
has swept around the globe and 
altered how we practice, live, and 
play. Elective operations have been 
suspended by the Governor, and 
many hospitals are converting 
to large-scale medical inpatient 
and ICU facilities. Our economy 
has been wounded by suspended 
business, and our society is 
struggling to remain connected in 
an era of social distancing.   Yet our 
nation is adapting to the realities of 
this public health response through 
individual responsibility and 
community action. You are leading 
efforts through your practices, 
hospitals, programs, and schools to 
keep your communities safe while 
treating patients with emergent 
surgical needs and supporting 
the care patients with COVID-19.  
Thank you for being “surgical 
responders!” 

This was not the opening that I 
expected to write, as I reflected 
on our year of strengthening 
surgical community within Florida 
and our College. Our Chapter 
succeeded in new ways:  Women 
in Surgery regional meetings 
for networking in Lakeland and 
Tallahassee, All-Florida Advocacy 
Days with increasing strategic 
discipline in Tallahassee, and the 
All-Florida Reception at the Clinical 
Congress in San Francisco—
attendance at an all-time high 
and a remarkable showcase of 
partnership with the Jacksonville 
Chapter, South Florida Chapter, 
and ten Florida Departments 
of Surgery. To sustain our 
community between gatherings, 
we launched the monthly three-
point “Stay Connected” e-mail, 
renewed our semi-annual Cutting 
Edge newsletter, and generated 
Calls to Action for effective state 
legislator outreach in minutes.  
Further, we worked to make our 
website an important source of 
information for Florida surgeons, 
residents, and medical students. 
As we were connecting in Florida, 
we also engaged our College 
outside of our state through ACS 
Foundation and SurgeonsPAC 
contributions, member responses 
to federal advocacy Calls to Action, 
and leadership in the Board of 
Governors, Commission on Cancer, 
and Committee on Trauma. Just 

when our year was 
accelerating, the brakes 
came on living as we knew 
it: now we stay away from 
each other to prevent the spread 
of COVID-19. We were excited 
to share best practices, Building 
an Enduring Chapter for Surgical 
Community, in Washington, DC, 
at the now cancelled 2020 ACS 
Leadership and Advocacy Summit, 
and our Annual Meeting was set 
to bring us together in Orlando 
for conversations about Predicting 
the Surgeon of 2030. Yet we are 
adapting to these times—challenge 
can bring innovation, and we are 
not defined by COVID-19. We 
are making a video of the best 
practices presentation that will 
be available on our website, and 
we will have our first-ever virtual 
Annual Meeting on Saturday, 
May 2, with featured speakers, 
resident paper presentations, and 
spectacular cases. I encourage you 
to register now! We as a Chapter 
will sustain our connectedness 
through inclusive surgical 
community, even without physical 
presence and touch. We are 
resilient. Thank you, our members, 
our Council, and our staff for 
making a great year happen for our 
Chapter. Stay safe!

Sincerely,

John H. Armstrong, MD, FACS
President, Florida Chapter, ACS
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Chapter Leadership Update
2019-2020 EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE

President  
John H. Armstrong, MD, FACS
University of South Florida
Tampa, FL

President Elect  
Jay A. Redan, MD, FACS
AdventHealth Celebration
Celebration, FL

Secretary  
Deepak G. Nair, MD, FACS, 
MS, MHA
Sarasota Vascular Specialists
Sarasota, FL

Treasurer  
Mark A. Dobbertien, DO, FACS
CDR MC (Ret) US Navy
Flagler Hospital
Jacksonville, FL

Immediate Past President  
Christine Laronga, MD, FACS
Moffitt Cancer Center
Tampa, FL

COUNCILORS

At-Large
Tracy R. Bilski, MD, FACS
Osceola Regional Medical Center
Kissimmee, FL

At-Large  
Subhasis Misra, MBBS, MS
Brandon Regional Hospital
Brandon, FL

COA 1  
William A. Liston, MD, FACS
Santa Rosa Beach, FL

COA 2  
Rohan A. Joseph, MD, FACS
Capital Regional Medical Center
Tallahassee, FL

COA 3  
Peter A. Pappas, MD, FACS
Holmes Regional Medical Center
Melbourne, FL

COA 4  
John E. Mullinax, MD
Moffitt Cancer Center
Tampa, FL

GOVERNORS

COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Advocacy Committee
Rohan A. Joseph, MD, FACS
Capital Regional Medical Center
Tallahassee, FL

Commission on Cancer 
Committee
John P. Rioux, MD, FACS
Gulf Pointe Surgery Center
Port Charlotte, FL

Communications Committee
Jason P. Wilson, MD, FACS
Comprehensive Breast Care 
Center of Tampa Bay
Clearwater, FL

Membership Committee
Subhasis Misra, MBBS, MS, 
FACS
Brandon Regional Hospital
Brandon, FL

Nominating Committee
Christine Laronga, MD, FACS
Moffitt Cancer Center
Tampa, FL

Program Committee
Jay A. Redan, MD, FACS
AdventHealth Celebration
Celebration, FL

Patricia M. Byers, MD, FACS
Ryder Trauma Center
Miami, FL

Mark A. Dobbertien, DO, FACS
CDR MC (Ret) US Navy
Flagler Hospital
Jacksonville, FL

Christine Laronga, MD, FACS
H. Lee Moffitt Cancer Center
Tampa, FL

Deepak G. Nair, MD, FACS, 
MS, MHA
Sarasota Vascular Specialists
Sarasota, FL

Jay A. Redan, MD, FACS
AdventHealth Celebration
Celebration, FL

Vic Velanovich, MD, FACS
University of South Florida
Tampa, FL

Surgical Education Committee
Jose G. Trevino, MD, FACS
University of Florida
Gainsville, FL

Resident & Associate Society
Michelle Mulder, MD
University of Miami
Miami, FL

Women in Surgery 
Committee, Chair
Susan Hoover, MD, FACS
Moffitt Cancer Center
Tampa, FL

Young Fellow Association 
Committee, Chair
John E. Mullinax, MD
Moffitt Cancer Center
Tampa, FL

INTERESTED IN SERVING 
ON A COMMITTEE OR 
COUNCIL?

The Florida Chapter 
has opportunities for 
members interested in 
serving on one of its 
committees or councils. 
If you are interested 
in serving, contact 
the Florida Chapter 
Executive Office at (904) 
309-6240 or email us at: 
membership@
floridafacs.org
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FLORIDA COMMITTEE 
ON TRAUMA

Nicholas Namias, MD, MBA, 
FACS, FCCM
University of Miami Miller School 
of Medicine
Miami, FL



Upcoming Events

Register at: floridafacs.org/annual
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The 2020 Florida Legislative Session 
was an arena for high-order politics. 
Guided by the Florida Chapter’s 
strategic advocacy agenda that was 
adopted by the Council on November 
12, 2020, we focused our efforts on 
three issues:

• Scope of Practice: Ensure scope 
of practice commensurate with level 
of training.

• Prior Authorization: Reduce 
insurance mandates for prior 
authorization for surgical patients 
with time-sensitive conditions.

• Stop the Bleed: Achieve 
state funding for the purchase, 
placement, and maintenance of 
bleeding control kits in schools and 
public spaces.
Scope of Practice
The Speaker of the House, Jose 
Oliva, opened the House for  

the 2020 Legislative Session by 
introducing a nurse as his first “Doctor of the Day”. 
He had previously made it very clear that expanding 
scope of practice for advanced practice nurses 
would be his highest priority this session and as a 
result became the subject of extraordinary political 
bargaining and maneuvering. To counter this, the 
Florida Chapter joined the FMA-led Patient Protection 
Coalition; partnered with the FMA, Jacksonville 
Chapter, South Florida Chapter, several Florida 
specialty/county medical societies and the ACS 
State Affairs division. Given the charged political 
landscape as alluded to earlier,  the passage of the 
2 bills pertaining to this issue in the House (HB 
607- independent practice for advanced practice 
registered nurses in the primary care setting and 
HB 389- allowance for pharmacists to test and treat 
for influenza, strep throat, and several other minor 
conditions) was a foregone conclusion. The Florida 
Chapter therefore, with guidance from the FMA 
lobbying team and our Chapter lobbyist focused its 
efforts on keeping the pressure on the Senate to 
prevent the hearing of these bills in their chamber 
which had been notably successful in past years. 
Further, the Chapter also sent our membership four 
email calls to action and a letter to each Senator 
articulating quality and safety concerns, consistent 
with ACS policy.

Despite extensive professional society advocacy, both 
bills from the House were passed as substitutes in the 
Senate and then signed into law by Governor DeSantis 
on the same day in an almost unprecedented “Fait 
Accompli”. Legislation prohibiting specialty designation 
by non-physician health care practitioners (HB 309/SB 
500) did not pass in the House, despite passing in the 
Senate.

Contrary to promises, neither the Senate nor the 
Governor was a backstop to expansion of independent 
practice legislation as the House Speaker’s top priority. 
As a further surprise, the Governor subsequently 
presented the House Speaker with a baseball bat 
on which was inscribed, “Slayer of the Healthcare 
Industrial Complex.”  It is important to note, that 
both the expansion of scope for advanced practice 
registered nurses and pharmacists requires extensive 
rule making, which we hope to influence through 
further coordinated efforts. We would like to sincerely 
thank all our members who took the time to give 
testimony at committee hearings and contacted their 
senators through personal phone calls, letters and 
emails. 

Prior Authorization
Multiple bills were filed in both the House and the 
Senate to reduce insurance mandates requiring prior 
authorization for surgical patients with time-sensitive 
conditions.  Unfortunately, scope of practice expansion 
eclipsed prior authorization as a priority this year, 
and no prior authorization bill was heard in assigned 
committees during the 2020 Legislative Session.  The 
Advocacy Committee will revisit this issue for the 2021 
Legislative Session.

Stop the Bleed
Securing state funding for the purchase, placement, 
and maintenance of bleeding control kits in schools 
and public spaces was a key priority for the Florida 
Chapter in 2019-2020. Our efforts were aligned with 
the ACS Division of Advocacy and Health Policy and 
gained ground with FMA support at the 2019 FMA 
House of Delegates Meeting.  As we were moving 
the issue through appropriations pathways in the 
House and Senate, expansive bleeding control bills 
(HB 389/SB934) were filed.  These bills, assessed 
by FMA and Chapter lobbyists, were not viable in 
the 2020 legislative environment and bypassed the 
appropriations effort.  Neither bill was heard in a 
committee.  The Advocacy Committee believes that 
the appropriations strategy remains the best option for 
sustainable bleeding control kits in schools and public 
spaces and will assess next steps through the strategic 
advocacy framework.

Additional Monitored Legislation
The Florida Chapter monitored legislation providing 
coverage for air ambulance billing (HB 747/SB 736). 
Ultimately, coverage for air ambulance billing passed 
the Florida Senate and Florida House (HB 747), was 
enrolled, but yet had not been signed by the Governor 
as of April 7, 2020.

It was our pleasure to serve as Advocacy Chair and 
Vice Chair, respectively, for the 2019-2020 year.  We 
want to thank the Advocacy Committee, Council, and 
members for support. We welcome Chapter members 
who have enthusiasm for advocacy, new or seasoned. 

If you are interested in joining the Advocacy 
Committee, please contact bhart@floridafacs.org. 

2019-2020 Florida Chapter Advocacy Year in Review

Rohan Joseph, MD, 
FACS

Danielle Henry, MD



FLORIDA CHAPTER UPDATES
Membership Committee
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The Membership 
Committee has focused 
this year on growing 
membership to build our 
surgical community in 
Florida and developing 
new opportunities for 
FCACS members to 
become more involved in 
the Chapter. The FCACS 

proudly provides avenues 
for continuing education 

in all surgical fields, practice enhancement and 
networking opportunities, and the development of 
personal relationships of the highest quality not 
available through other organizations. Below are a 
few of the valuable benefits of being a member of 
FCACS: 

Advocacy
Shape optimal surgical practice through 
influence on Florida legislation, regulation, and 
administration in Tallahassee – If you are not at 
the table you are on the menu.

Community
Engage with colleagues from across the state by 
joining Chapter committees, participating at our 
premier annual meeting, and attending the Florida 
reception at the ACS Clinical Congress.

Connection
Strengthen your connection with the ACS by 
staying informed of ACS initiatives with particular 
relevance to Florida.

While the Annual Meeting will be a little different 
this year, the Membership Committee hopes that 
you will encourage your colleagues to join you 
on May 2, 2020 for the FCACS Virtual Annual 
Meeting. This is a great opportunity to introduce 
someone new to the Chapter and show them the 
amazing benefits of being a Chapter member.

In the coming months, the FCACS will be 
launching a Mentoring Program and a Clinical 
Corner Spotlight. The FCACS Mentoring Program 
will focus on pairing FCACS members with 
a surgical-focused mentor. The goal of the 
program is to provide mentees an opportunity to 
interact with other FCACS members from diverse 
background, types of practice, and geographic 
regions, as well as the opportunity to gain valuable 
guidance and career advice related to their growth 
as surgeons. The Clinical Corner Spotlight will 
give FCACS members the opportunity to submit 
articles, interesting cases, or research to be 
featured on the FCACS website and social media. 
Spotlight features will be released quarterly on 
the website.

Thank you for being an active 
member of our surgical 
community! We look 
forward to “seeing” on 
May 2nd and hope you 
will take advantage of 
the new involvement 
opportunities.

Subhasis Misra, MBBS, MS

FCACS 1st Regional Women Surgeons Networking Social, 
September 2019
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What is your current role 
professionally and within the 
Florida Chapter? 
Dr. Rioux is an actively practicing 
General Surgeon in Port Charlotte 
Florida.  He is the current Florida 
Chapter Commission on Cancer 
Committee Chair and as such, 
Florida State Chair for the Cancer 
Liaison Physicians representing the 
Florida Chapter.  He is a member 

of the Chapter Council.

What is the best part of your occupation? 
Although he enjoys leadership positions in his 
hospital, surgery center and group practice, by far 
the best part of his day involves the active practice 
of general surgery.

How did you become interested in Surgery 
related to cancer? 
Following a Summer Research Fellowship at the 
National Institutes of Health between the first and 
second years of medical school, John arranged an 
elective rotation during his fourth year and the 
Surgery Branch of the National Cancer Institute.  
From that point on he has had a keen interest in 
the care of cancer patients.

How did you become involved with the FCACS?  
During the early years of practice in Port Charlotte, 
a member of the FCACS Executive Committee 
invited Dr. Rioux to join the Chapter and as he 
remembers it, he “volunteered for something or 
another” and has been involved ever since.

Explain how you benefit from being a member 
of FCACS? 
The educational activities and networking 
opportunities allow me to get to know other 
surgeons across the state and discuss common 
issues affecting our practice of surgery. 

What are the focus of the Florida Chapter CoC?
Building the community of surgeons providing 
cancer care for the patients of Florida through 
educational activities and support of the Coc 
Accreditation process that provides support for the 
advancement of the quality of cancer care in our 
state.

How does the Florida Chapter CoC enhance a 
surgeons career?
Involvement in the Chapter not only enhances 
one’s knowledge of issues specific to the practice 
of surgery in Florida but also allows a deeper 
understanding of the College at large.  Attending 
FCACS events will foster relationships with College 
leaders and increase your knowledge of College 
programs that can help new surgeons practice more 
effectively and negotiate the difficulties that are 
inevitably part of a surgical career.

How can members get involved?
Attend Chapter events and talk to members of 
the Council, the Executive Committee and the 
Committee Chairs. Join a Committee and turn that 
interest into involvement.

John P. Rioux, MD, FACS
Member Connection

John P. Rioux, MD, 
FACS



The Florida Chapter, American College of 
Surgeons has an interactive website that 
incorporates many member-only resources. You 
can learn about the latest news and updates, 
find other members and take CME webinars. 

Be sure to like us on Facebook at Facebook.
com/FloridaChapterACS, follow us on Twitter 
at twitter.com/floridaacs and LinkedIn at 
linkedin.com/company/florida-chapter-
american-college-of-surgeons. 

Participate in discussions on the ACS 
Community page (acscommunities.facs.org, 
and search for “Florida Chapter”) to stay up to 
date on important news and upcoming events. 

Be sure to share and retweet posts you would 
like to share with your friends, colleagues, and 
patients.

STAY CONNECTED TO YOUR CHAPTER!

Renew Your Florida Chapter Membership TODAY!

If you have not already, please take a moment and renew your dues TODAY! You can pay your 
dues online at floridafacs.org/membership/dues, or by mail. If you have questions regarding 
this, please reach out to the FCACS Membership Manager at membership@floridafacs.org.

Stay active to retain your great member benefits including:

ADVOCACY - Shape optimal surgical practice through influence on Florida 
legislation, regulation and administration in Tallahassee. If you are not at the 
table, you are on the menu. 

COMMUNITY - Engage with colleagues from across the state by joining 
Chapter committees, participating at our premier annual meeting and 
attending the All-Florida Reception at the ACS Clinical Congress. 

CONNECTION - Strengthen your connection with the ACS by 
staying informed of ACS initiatives with particular relevance to 
Florida. 
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